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Best Regards,

Don Betz

President    

March 18, 2011





Mr. Tony O’seland


Post Commander


American Legion Post 135


1390 N. Legion Drive


Tahlequah, OK 74464





Dear Mr. O’seland,





As the Legion hosts a reception on March 30 in conjunction with a nationwide observance of “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans,” please include the faculty, staff and students of Northeastern State University among those offering their gratitude to those who served.





It is fitting that this observance should coincide with the redeployment of the last American troops from Vietnam in 1973. These young men and women served their country honorably during the Vietnam Era, whether in combat zones or in other posts across our nation and the world, and learned invaluable lessons that continue to guide our nation to this day.





At Northeastern we are proud to claim more than 40 faculty and staff who are veterans, and many of whom served during this difficult era. They add immeasurably to the fulfillment of our mission to provide opportunities for individuals to reach their full potential, while enhancing the quality of life in our region, in Oklahoma, and in our nation.





My personal perspective is that of a young faculty member teaching political science classes at NSU in the 1970s. Many of my students were veterans, including some who served in combat in Vietnam. They contributed invaluable insights into our conversations. Their maturity added incalculably to the learning experiences of everyone in my classes.





I’m delighted to add the voice of the NSU community to this recognition day. Please extend my personal thanks not only to those who are being honored today, but to all those in attendance who have placed themselves in harm’s way for our democracy’s sake.





























